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PREPARING FOR THE HOLIDAYS

As we approach the end of the year, two
of the most exciting seasons for retailers
and Main Street communities are quickly
coming up: Halloween and the Christmas
and holiday season. These moments
present incredible opportunities

to engage with customers, attract

new visitors, and create memorable
experiences in our local communities. It’s
essential for businesses to start planning
now to maximize the potential of these
holidays.

For Halloween, communities have a
unique chance to tap into the festive
spirit. The spooky season provides
creative ways to decorate storefronts,
host themed events, and offer limited-
time promotions. In Downtown
Bellefontaine, we’re embracing this
energy by placing 15 unique bourbon
barrel jack-o-lanterns throughout the
downtown as part of our upcoming
Pumpkin Walk on October 5. This event
will not only be a great way to celebrate
Halloween, but it will also draw foot
traffic to our local businesses. The key
is to create a fun, immersive experience
that invites people to explore what your
community has to offer.

But as soon as the Halloween
decorations come down, it’s time to
transition into the Christmas and holiday
season. The holiday months are typically
the most significant for retailers, with
customers eager to shop, dine, and
participate in festive traditions. For
businesses, this is the time to refresh
displays, stock up on seasonal inventory,
and offer promotions that appeal to
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holiday shoppers. Hosting events like
tree lightings, holiday markets, and
Small Business Saturday can bring
people downtown and help build
lasting customer relationships.

In Downtown Bellefontaine, we're
already excited to begin this transition
and bring the magic of the holidays

to life. The holiday season is about
more than just sales; it’s about creating
a sense of joy, community, and
togetherness. When our downtown
lights up with holiday cheer, it reflects
the hard work of the small businesses
and entrepreneurs who make our
community vibrant year-round.

Whether it’s spooky fun for Halloween
or holiday warmth and wonder, there
are endless opportunities for Main
Street communities to capitalize on
the coming seasons. As we look ahead,
let’s remember the power of planning,
creativity, and collaboration. By
working together and supporting each
other, we can make this Halloween and
Christmas season one to remember.

Here’s to a successful season for our
retailers and Main Street communities!
Let’s make the most of what’s to

come and continue to create thriving,
memorable experiences that attract
visitors, support local businesses, and
celebrate what makes our communities
special.

WHAT’S INSIDE?

01

Letter from Jason Duff

Billboard Spotlight:
North Main Motors

02

Surge Staffing Opens
New Dowmntown
Bellefontaine Office

(0 )

Legado Brazilian Jiu Jitsu
Moves Into Downtown
Bellefontaine

03

Small Nation and Winans
Coffee & Chocolate Announce
Collaboration for Development
in Downtown Piqua

04

Cintas: Leading Facility
Services in Lancaster,
Vandalia, and Lima, Ohio

06

JB & Co.: Your Trusted
Partner in Accounting
and Financial Services

07

Featured Property:
200 W. Columbus Avenue

08

Downtown Candle
Pouring Experience

09

09

Exploring Jackson Center, OH

The Academy Expands to
Downtown Bellefontaine
with a New Dance School

10

Small Nation Podcast:
Season 2




COMSTOR
OUTDOOR:
NORTH MAIN
MOTORS

‘ eﬂnm MAIN
©2) MOTORS wc.

> where
OUALITY meets

- COMMUNITY

|, S—— e

SEEE
& 5

/4

COMSTOR Outdoor’s new billboard
campaign with North Main Motors hit
the boards last month around Union
and Logan Counties. This marketing
partnership involves launching an
exciting new mobile and static billboard
campaign under the banner “Where
Quality Meets Community.” This initiative
encapsulates North Main Motors’
deep-rooted commitment to delivering
exceptional quality vehicles while
fostering a strong sense of

community in Marysville.

North Main Motors has been a pillar
of the Marysville community for a long
time, providing reliable and affordable
vehicles to countless families and
individuals. Their dedication to
customer satisfaction is evident in
every interaction and transaction.

The “Where Quality Meets Community”
campaign is more than just a slogan.

SURGE STAFFING OPENS NEW
DOWNTOWN BELLEFONTAINE OFFICE

Y,

July 2, 2024 - West Columbus Avenue
is welcoming a new business as Surge
Staffing’s new office recently opened
at 127 W. Columbus in downtown
Bellefontaine, Ohio. The staffing agency
provides workforce solutions for both
local businesses and job seekers.

Founded in 1995 by Ryan Mason

in Columbus, Ohio, Surge Staffing
addresses workforce challenges by
providing comprehensive solutions
that connect local businesses with
job seekers. Their approach creates
meaningful connections that drive
productivity and profitability, ensuring
that every placement delivers value to
both employers and employees. The
24/7 availability of Surge Staffing’s
workforce managers, who provide
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support such as transportation to work,
is a notable example of their dedication.

Surge Staffing offers a wide range of
services, including access to a pool

of reliable job candidates, end-to-

end employee processing, employee
oversight and management throughout
each contract, rapid response and

fill rates, data-driven insights, full
payrolling services, and enhanced skills
and company fit matching. Employees
benefit from weekly pay, health, dental,
and vision insurance, holiday pay,
incentive programs, flexible hours,

free skills training, and unlimited

$400 referral bonuses.

Kelsey Dallas, District Manager at Surge
Staffing, emphasized the company’s

"
b

o
I

It represents their unwavering dedication
to the Marysville community. By working
with the team at COMSTOR Outdoor, a
Small Nation company, and leveraging
their extensive outdoor advertising
network, we aim to amplify this message,
reaching more residents and showcasing
the incredible value North Main Motors
brings to the community.

This campaign perfectly aligns with
Small Nation’s mission of supporting
local businesses and enhancing the
vibrancy of our community. North Main
Motors exemplifies what it means to
be a community-centric business, and
this campaign will further solidify their
reputation as the go-to destination for
quality used cars in Marysville.

At COMSTOR Outdoor, the team

has over 25 years of evidence and
experience in outdoor advertising, with
over 400 billboard faces in western Ohio
and eastern Indiana.

commitment to the community.

“Our managers share a passion for
helping employers and employees
thrive,” said Kelsey. “They work tirelessly
to deliver substantial value to both
parties, ensuring equitable benefits
from every placement.”

“We are thrilled to welcome Surge
Staffing to our downtown community,”
said Keyne Strickland, Small Nation
Leasing and Property Manager. “Their
commitment to connecting businesses
with potential employees aligns
perfectly with our mission to support
local economic growth. Surge Staffing’s
presence continues to enhance the
employment landscape in Bellefontaine,
providing valuable opportunities for both
businesses and the workers.”

The new Surge Staffing branch will

host daily on-site events where job
seekers can complete and submit
applications, take skills and aptitude
tests, and participate in initial interviews.
Additionally, the branch will host hiring
events on-site and at local businesses
and job fairs, fostering collaborations
that strengthen the local workforce.

For more information about Surge
Staffing and its services, please visit
www.surgestaffing.com or their
Facebook at SURGE Staffing. You can
also contact their Bellefontaine office
at 937-453-9995 or
bellefontaine@surgestaffing.com.



LEGADO BRAZILIAN JIU JITSU MOVES INTO
DOWNTOWN BELLEFONTAINE
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August 19, 2024 - Legado Brazilian

Jiu Jitsu, a local martial arts school,

will soon be opening its new studio in
Downtown Bellefontaine. The studio,
located in Suite 3 at 210 West Columbus
Ave, is the second new business to move
into the downtown health complex,
anchored by Anytime Fitness, this
summer following the opening of the
Academy dance studio.

Luciano Gomes, owner and coach,
began his journey as a kid in Brazil,
and has been a dedicated practitioner
of Brazilian Jiu Jitsu since 2014.
Driven by a deep passion for the art
and a commitment to his Brazilian
heritage, Luciano set out to share the
transformative benefits of Brazilian
Jiu Jitsu with the Bellefontaine and
Logan County community. He has
long dreamed of opening his own
studio, having started a year ago,
and is now moving downtown to
expand his business.

“Opening Legado in Bellefontaine
is a dream come true,” said Gomes.
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“l am thrilled to bring this amazing
martial art to our community, where
students of all ages and fitness levels
can learn, grow, and thrive both on and
off the mats.”

The team at Legado BJJ is committed
to excellence in teaching and customer
service. The school offers a variety of
classes for kids and adults, including

a female-only class focused on self-
defense and traditional Jiu Jitsu, as
well as a competition team for those
looking to challenge themselves further.
With over 14 classes per week, Legado
BJJ provides flexible scheduling to
accommodate the busiest lifestyles.

“We are thrilled to welcome Legado
Brazilian Jiu Jitsu to Downtown
Bellefontaine,” said Keyne Strickland,
Leasing and Property Manager of Small
Nation. “I have been attending Luciano’s
classes for a while now so | can attest
that his passion and dedication to

his craft are evident. His studio is a
fantastic addition to the vibrant fitness
community we have here.”
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In addition to regular classes, Legado
Brazilian Jiu Jitsu will host open mat
sessions every Saturday, free and open
to the public. These sessions offer a
unique opportunity for individuals to
experience Brazilian Jiu Jitsu firsthand.
The studio also plans to collaborate and
participate in community events.

Legado Brazilian Jiu Jitsu’s team store
will feature essential gear and apparel
for students embarking on their Jiu Jitsu
journey. From uniforms to hoodies and
hats, the store ensures students are
equipped with everything they need.

The school will open the first week of
September above Anytime Fitness,
LoCo Depot Training Station, and Dash
& Joey’s. Patrons can access the studio
by entering between Anytime and
Tanger’s Furniture.

For more information about Legado BJJ,
class schedules, and events, please visit
their Facebook at Legado Brazilian Jiu
Jitsu. You can also give them a call at
937-553-4374.
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COWORK + SPACE

129 N Main Street
Marysville, OH 43040

Contact us today to be a part
of the future of work.

937-589-2600

INFO@BUILDCOWORK.COM

August 28, 2024 - Small Nation,

a Bellefontaine-based real estate
developer, and Piqua’s Winans Coffee

& Chocolate will be joining forces on

the collaboration of a new project in
downtown Piqua, Ohio. The property,
named “Piqua Station” and located at 113
E. High St., will undergo a transformation
aiding in the revitalization of the
downtown, highlighting a commitment
to community investment and to
bringing new businesses and energy to
the area.

This partnership between Small Nation
and Winans Coffee & Chocolate,
nicknamed “Chocolate Nation,”

marks a pivotal step in enhancing the
vibrancy and economic prosperity of
downtown Piqua. The collaboration is
focused on transforming Piqua Station
into a thriving hub for commerce and
community engagement. By combining
their expertise and resources, Small
Nation and Winans aim to create a
dynamic space that will attract new
businesses, foster innovation, and
support the local economy.

Small Nation is a commercial real
estate development company based in
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Bellefontaine, Ohio, that develops places,
spaces and dreams for small towns and
entrepreneurs. In the last 12 years, the
team has purchased and renovated over
56 historic buildings and storefronts

in the downtown, invested over $33
million in new private capital, and have
turned a dying small town into a best-
in-state destination. Piqua is the fourth
community Small Nation is redeveloping
property in, Additionally, the team

is consulting on small town success
strategies in dozens of communities
around the state and country.

Founded in 1961, Winans Coffee &
Chocolate is a family-owned business
known for its premium handcrafted
chocolates and freshly roasted coffee.
Their mission is to provide exceptional
quality and unforgettable customer
experiences. Winans offers a wide range
of chocolates, from caramels to truffles,
and freshly roasted coffee beans sourced
globally. Winans is based in Piqua with
their corporate offices, chocolate factory,
and roastery, and has 22 stores around
Ohio, with more planning to open later
this year.




“This collaboration represents a
significant step forward in our mission
to help revitalize downtown Piqua,” said
Jason Duff, Founder and CEO of Small
Nation. “Partnering with Winans Coffee
& Chocolate allows us to blend tradition
with innovation, creating a vibrant space
for both businesses and the community
to thrive.”

“This project punctuates an exciting
time for Piqua. In the last several years,
the city has begun to transform,”
Wilson Reiser, Owner & CEO of
Winans, commented. “Piqua Station
will provide much-desired amenities
including coworking space, three food
service tenants offering unique food
options, and health and beauty services.
Downtown Pigua is changing fast, and
momentum is accelerating.”

Piqua Station was formerly home to

an AAA Travel office and Chad and
Brandi Lawson of Home Town Realty,
whom Chocolate Nation purchased

the property from. The building is also
currently home to MB Aesthetics, an
award-winning aesthetician and lash
artist service provider. Owned by Megan
Booher, MB Aesthetics provides a range
of services including Cryo-Lean 360,
microchanneling, and lash extensions.
Megan’s commitment to excellence and
personalized care ensures that every
client receives top-notch aesthetic
treatments in a relaxing environment.

Opening soon at the location

includes Smoothie Life, Sushi Kazu,
BUILD Cowork + Space, and the new
headquarters for Winans. This will be
Smoothie Life’s second location, after
operating a successful fresh smoothie
shop in Sidney, Ohio. Sushi Kazu, owned
by Chef Kyaw Say, will be bringing

a variety of fresh and flavorful sushi
options to Piqua. This will be Chef Say’s
second brick-and-mortar location, also
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complementing his popular sushi food
truck, Sushi Hikari.

Small Nation will open the third location
of their small-town coworking concept,
BUILD Cowork + Space, following

the success of their first location in
Bellefontaine and a second location

in Marysville, which opened in April.
BUILD Cowork + Space is a shared office
space designed to foster collaboration
and innovation for solo- and small-
town entrepreneurs. The facility will
offer a modern, flexible workspace for
entrepreneurs, freelancers, and small
businesses, supporting the growth

and development of the local business
community in Pigqua.

“The uses planned for the building

align perfectly with the downtown
Piqua Placemaking Initiative,” said Chris
Schmiesing, Community and Economic
Development Director for the City of
Piqua. “The food service establishments
will be a great addition to the downtown
offerings, and the coworking and office
uses will contribute positively to the
entrepreneurial ecosystem in
downtown Piqua.”

“These businesses will bring a fresh,
diverse range of offerings that cater to
the community’s needs and aspirations,”
Duff added. “Our partnership with
Winans is more than just a business
venture. By providing unique dining,
wellness, and coworking options, we are
creating a dynamic environment that
will draw people to the heart of Piqua,
stimulate the local economy, and foster a
strong sense of community.”

This is the fifth significant downtown
Piqua project that Winans has been
involved with in the last decade, totaling
over 45,000 square feet of now-vibrant
commercial spaces. In 2015, Winans
renovated the then-dormant Piqua Daily
Call building to become the hub of
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chocolate production, coffee roasting,
and retail. In 2022, they purchased and
renovated two downtown buildings, the
former Francis Office Supply and Vern’s
Automotive buildings, to expand their
coffee roasting, office, and distribution
operations.

In addition to Winans’ facilities and the
Piqua Station project, other recent large
downtown projects include the new
YMCA, Lock 9 Park and Stage, Crooked
Handle Brewing Co., and the Piqua Arts
and Innovation Center.

“As someone that grew up and has
made their career in Downtown Pigqua,
this progress is encouraging and we

are inspired to craft what’s next,” Reiser
added. “Winans is firmly rooted in

Piqua, and we are blessed with a loyal
community, results-driven governmental
leadership, and a world class workforce.”

Renovations have already begun on the
property, with expected completion in
early 2025. Park National Bank is the
financing partner for this project. More
information on new businesses will be
released in the coming months, with
additional spaces still available for lease.
To learn more or inquire about available
space, contact info@smallnation.com or
937-565-4580.

Nick Davis

Business Development,
Small Nation

nick@smallation.com

Lindsey Reiser

Director of Marketing,
Winans Coffee & Chocolate

lindsey@winanscandies.com



CINTAS: LEADING FACILITY SERVICES
IN LANCASTER,

Curt Wisecup

Facility Services Professional
wisecupC@cintas.com
Office: 937.890.8585

Cintas, a renowned name in the facility
services industry, stands out for its
unwavering commitment to excellence
and customer satisfaction. Located

in Lancaster, Ohio, Cintas offers a
comprehensive range of services
designed to meet the diverse needs

of businesses across various sectors.
The company’s dedication to providing
high-quality solutions ensures that
clients can focus on their core operations
while leaving the facility management
to the experts.

COMPREHENSIVE FACILITY
SERVICES

Cintas provides an extensive array
of facility services that cater to the
unique needs of each client. These
services include:

Floor Mat Services: Cintas’ floor mat
service helps maintain a clean and safe
environment. The mats are designed
to capture dirt and moisture, reducing
the risk of slips and falls. Regular
maintenance and replacement services
ensure that the mats remain effective.

Restroom Supplies: Cintas provides a
range of restroom supplies, including
soap, sanitizer, paper products, and
air fresheners. The company ensures
that restrooms are well-stocked and
maintained, enhancing the overall
hygiene and comfort of the facility.

Cleaning Services: Cintas offers
professional cleaning services tailored

to the specific needs of each business.
From daily office cleaning to specialized
services like carpet and upholstery
cleaning, Cintas ensures that facilities
are clean, healthy, and welcoming.

COMMITMENT TO QUALITY
AND INNOVATION

Cintas is committed to delivering high-
quality services that exceed client
expectations. The company continuously
invests in the latest technologies and
processes to ensure that its services are
efficient, reliable, and environmentally
friendly. This commitment to innovation
enables Cintas to offer solutions that

not only meet but also anticipate the
evolving needs of businesses.

EXPERIENCED AND
DEDICATED TEAM

The success of Cintas can be attributed
to its team of experienced and dedicated
professionals. The company’s employees
are trained to the highest standards and
are committed to providing exceptional
service. Their expertise and attention to
detail ensure that every aspect of facility
management is handled with the utmost
care and professionalism.

STRONG COMMUNITY
PRESENCE

Cintas values its role in the Lancaster
community and is dedicated to making
a positive impact. The company
actively participates in local initiatives
and supports various charitable
organizations. By fostering strong
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relationships within the community,
Cintas reinforces its commitment to
being a responsible corporate citizen.

TAILORED SOLUTIONS FOR
EVERY BUSINESS

One of the key strengths of Cintas is

its ability to provide tailored solutions
that address the specific needs of each
client. The company works closely with
businesses to understand their unique
requirements and develop customized
service plans that deliver optimal results.
This personalized approach ensures that
clients receive the highest level

of service and support.

SETTING THE STANDARD FOR
EXCELLENCE IN FACILITY
SERVICES

Cintas stands out as a leader in facility
services, offering a wide range of
solutions that enhance the efficiency,
safety, and cleanliness of businesses
in Bellefontaine, Ohio, as well as in the
Lancaster, Vandalia, Lima, and Indian
Lake areas.

With a commitment to quality,
innovation, and community engagement,
Cintas continues to set the standard

for excellence in the industry. Whether
it’s uniform rental, floor mat services,
restroom supplies, or fire protection,
Cintas is the trusted partner that
businesses can rely on for all their
facility service needs.



JB & CO.: YOUR TRUSTED PARTNER IN
ACCOUNTING AND FINANCIAL SERVICES

Since its establishment in 2017, JB

& Co. has become a cornerstone of
financial services in the Bellefontaine,
Upper Sandusky, and Marysville
areas. Under the visionary leadership
of Jacob Badenhop, the firm offers

a comprehensive suite of services,
including accounting, bookkeeping,
tax preparation, payroll management,
and consulting. JB & Co. is dedicated
to providing personalized and reliable
financial solutions that meet clients’
evolving needs, driven by a commitment
to excellence and client satisfaction.

A DAY IN THE LIFE AT JB & CO.

A typical day at JB & Co. is bustling with
activity as the team diligently works

to ensure clients’ financial well-being.
Whether preparing detailed financial
reports, managing payroll for local
businesses, or offering strategic tax
planning advice, each team member
plays a crucial role. The offices in
Bellefontaine, Upper Sandusky, and
Marysville are strategically located

to serve these communities and their
surrounding areas, ensuring accessibility
for all clients.

JB & Co.’s approach to client
engagement sets it apart. Clients can
choose the level of involvement that
best suits their needs, whether through
face-to-face meetings or convenient
virtual interactions. This flexibility allows
the firm to provide customized and
dependable financial solutions tailored
to each client’s unigue requirements.
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WHAT SETS JB & CO. APART?

Several factors distinguish JB & Co. from
other firms in the industry. Its strong
local presence and ability to tailor
services to meet the specific needs of
each client are paramount. Unlike many
firms, JB & Co. doesn’t just crunch
numbers; it tells the story behind those
numbers. Detailed advice and knowledge
help clients understand the financial
health of their business or personal
finances at a micro level.

The firm focuses on a proactive
approach, staying ahead of industry
trends and regulatory changes to ensure
clients are always compliant and well-
positioned for success. This dedication
to personalized service and expertise
makes JB & Co. a trusted partner in
clients’ financial journeys.

OVERCOMING CHALLENGES

Like any business, JB & Co. has faced
its share of challenges. Adapting to
ever-changing regulations, managing
client expectations during peak seasons,
and ensuring seamless communication
are ongoing hurdles. However, these
challenges have only strengthened the
firm’s resolve. Each obstacle has been
an opportunity to refine processes and
enhance service delivery. The ability

to overcome these challenges is a
testament to JB & Co.’s commitment to
excellence.

Accounting “Payroll- ¢ Tax;

THE JOYS AND CHALLENGES
OF THE INDUSTRY

One of the most fulfilling aspects of
working in the accounting and taxation
industry is the opportunity to make

a tangible positive impact on clients’
financial health. It is incredibly rewarding
to see advice and services contribute to
their growth and prosperity.

On the flip side, the industry’s
demanding nature, especially during

tax season, can be challenging. The

long hours and meticulous attention to
detail required can pull team members
away from their families. JB & Co. strives
to balance this by managing client
expectations during the summer months
and making up for time sacrificed with
family during peak seasons.

THE TAKEAWAY

As a local business, JB & Co. prides itself
on accessibility and fostering meaningful
client relationships. By prioritizing
personalized services, the firm meets
each client’s unique needs with tailored
solutions. Its proactive approach ensures
it stays ahead of industry trends and
regulatory changes, supporting mutual
growth. Committed to reliability and
expertise, JB & Co. delivers personalized,
dependable financial solutions that drive
client success.

JB&E C()mpany
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MAKE YOUR DREAMS
COME TRUE!

Lease Rate: *1,400 per month. Lease Term: 1-Year Minimum. 1,368 Square Feet.
Tenant is responsible for water/sewer, trash, electric, gas, internet, and

snow removal in front of space and sidewalks.

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION

937.565.4580 | SMALLNATIONSTRONG.COM/PROPERTIES/123-W-COLUMBUS-AVENUE/
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DOWNTOWN CANDLE POURING EXPERIENCE

Ever wanted to pour your own candle?
Now you can right here in Downtown
Bellefontaine! Triple Moon Designs on
W. Columbus Ave. recently added a
new and exciting candle bar, offering a
unique experience not typically seen in
small towns. The Small Nation team has
had the chance to try it out and they’re
raving about it. Owner Jessica Epley has
curated the best-smelling and cleanest
scents, as well as some of the nicest
vessels that range from only $20-%35.

Jessica’s new candle bar is a perfect
example of the kind of destination-type
experience that brings vitality and
vibrancy to our community. Creating
these unique experiences in a small
town setting holds immense value.
They draw both locals and visitors.

The candle bar isn’t just about making
candles; it’s about the experience of
creativity and personalization. Visitors
have the opportunity to craft something
uniquely their own, and this hands-

on activity creates a memorable and
engaging experience that keeps people
coming back.

One notable aspect is the two-hour
curing time for the candles. This built-in
waiting period is a strategic advantage
for our downtown area. While their

candles cure, visitors are encouraged to
explore and enjoy the other offerings in
Bellefontaine. They can dine at one of
our local restaurants, browse the many
boutiques, or enjoy

a coffee at a nearby café. This not

only enhances their overall experience
but also supports other local businesses,
creating a ripple effect

of economic benefit.

By people like Jessica integrating
destination-type experiences like the
candle bar into our downtown, it’s
creating a vibrant, interconnected
community where businesses support
each other. This synergy is vital for the
sustained growth and development

of small towns. It transforms our
downtown into a lively hub of activity
and engagement, attracting more
visitors and encouraging local residents
to explore and invest in their own
community.

Plus, if you like your created scent,
Jessica can re-create it for you to make
for the perfect Christmas or

new client gift!

Interested in scheduling your candle-
making experience? Email Jessica at
triplemoonproducts@gmail.com to
reserve your spot!

EXPLORING JACKSON CENTER, OHIO
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Small Nation team recently visited
Jackson Center, our neighbors 25
minutes to the west, for a Small Town
Success Insight Visit. Jackson Center,
renowned for being the home of
Airstream, is a magnet for visitors from
across the country who come to explore
the iconic trailers, whether to purchase,
service, or simply admire them. The
significance of Airstream to the town

is undeniable, serving as both a key
economic driver and a cherished piece
of local heritage.

During the visit, the team also had

the opportunity to experience some

of Jackson Center’s other emerging
highlights. Curly’s Meats Butcher Shop
and Meat Market, which opened this
summer, has quickly established itself as
a destination in its own right. The shop’s
high-quality offerings and welcoming
atmosphere are attracting both locals
and visitors, adding a new layer of
vibrancy to the town.

We were also impressed by

Sip & Stream, a great coffee shop
housed in an Airstream trailer, which
offers a unique spot for residents and
tourists to enjoy a great cup of coffee.
And just recently, Buckeye Pizza has
joined the local dining scene, providing
another reason for people to visit what
Jackson Center

has to offer.

Throughout the visit, we engaged with
over a dozen dedicated community
stakeholders. It was inspiring to see
such a motivated group working
together towards a shared vision for
the town’s future. While there may be
differing opinions on various aspects of
development, the collaborative spirit and
commitment to progress were evident.
The passion and unity among Jackson
Center’s leaders are clear indicators

of the town’s promising trajectory.
We’'re excited to see how these unique
assets and the collective efforts of

the community will continue to propel
Jackson Center forward.




THE ACADEMY EXPANDS TO DOWNTOWN
BELLEFONTAINE WITH A NEW DANCE SCHOOL

August 14, 2024 - The Academy of
Dance and Performing Arts, known
simply as the Academy, is opening its
second location soon in downtown
Bellefontaine. Building on the success
of their Marysville studio, the Academy
is set to begin classes in September,
offering a wide range of dance classes
and community-centered events.

Founded in 2016 by Ashley Schwyn, the
Academy has been a beacon of dance
education and personal development
for young people. Schwyn’s journey in
dance began at the age of four, and her
experiences have deeply influenced her
vision for the Academy.

“Having teachers who were willing to
invest in me, push me, challenge me,
encourage me, and love me for the 14
years | danced with them was absolutely
life-changing,” Schwyn reflected. “What
if we could create a studio that could
give that same gift to others?”

The Academy’s mission goes beyond
providing high-quality dance education.
It aims to partner with families to nurture
the next generation of kind, hard-
working, and empowered young people.
The studio’s offerings include ballet, tap,
jazz, musical theater, hip hop, and more.
In addition to classes, the Academy

will sell dance apparel, including shoes,
dresses, leotards, and bags. Classes are
available for people of all ages from

2 years old on up.

As a legacy studio with roots tracing
back to other dance institutions in
Marysville, the Academy is committed
to preserving and expanding the rich
tradition of dance education. The Dance
Academy, where Schwyn honed her skills
and passion, was a significant influence
and celebrated several decades of
success in Marysville, transforming

the landscape of art and art education
in the community.

The expansion to Bellefontaine marks
a new chapter for the Academy.

Keyne Strickland, Leasing and Property
Manager of Small Nation, expressed
excitement about the studio’s impact
on the downtown area. “Having the
Academy in Downtown Bellefontaine is
fantastic. It will bring additional traffic
that supports other local businesses,
including restaurants and coffee shops.
Parents can drop off their kids then go
shopping or get a cup of coffee. It's a
win-win for the community,”

said Strickland.
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Looking ahead, the Academy hopes to
expand its offerings to include birthday
parties and adult dance date-nights.

They are also eager to collaborate with
local businesses, schools, and theaters.

The Academy is located at 210 W.
Columbus Ave. in suite 5 on the second
floor, adding to the health and wellness
complex downtown. The first floor is
home to Anytime Fitness Bellefontaine
and LoCo Depot Training Station, as
well as the gourmet smoothie and juice
bar Dash & Joey’s. The dance school

is the first of two studios opening in
September at the property, with Legado
Brazilian Jiu Jitsu also set to open soon.
Guests can access the business by
entering between Tanger’s Furniture and
Anytime Fitness.

To celebrate its opening, the studio is
hosting open houses every Saturday in
August from 9-11 AM, where attendees
can meet the teachers and sign up for
classes. For more information about the
Academy and to register for classes,
visit their website at betheacademy.
com or their Facebook at The Academy,
or attend one of the upcoming open
houses. You can also contact them

at 937-752-5530 or
info@betheacademy.com.
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Ann Donnelly
ann@smallnation.com

SMALL
NATION

@ PODCAST

SEASON TWO

10,000 + LISTENS
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Ep. 78: Rick Keyes, President
& CEO of Meijer, Inc.
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7 Ep. 77: Chad Ross, President
& CEO of Mary Rutan Health

If you'd like more information about
becoming a Small Nation Podcast
sponsor, please reach out to
ethan@smallnationstrong.com!

Thank you for considering
sponsorship and for helping

small towns grow!

THANK YOU TO OUR
SEASON 2 SPONSOR
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